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M.A. 1% Semester Examination, December -2023
History :
HST1.02: Society and Religion in Early India
Full Marks: 60
Time Allowed: 3 hours

All questions carry equal marks

1.

(a) Discuss the significance of archaeological sources to re-

construct the socio-religious history of Early India. 12
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(b) Assess the key advantages and limitations of using foreign

travellers accounts as a source of history of Early India. 12
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(a) Briefly describe the urban elements of Indus Valley
Civilization with special reference to its town planning system.
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(b) Discuss the religious practices and belief system of the
Indus people as reflected in archaeological sources. Can we
draw any connections between the religious practices of the
Indus Valley civilization and later religious traditions of
Hinduism? 6+6=12
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3. (a) Who were Indo-Aryans? Do you agree with the view that

the Aryans were pastoralists? Give your opinion. 4+8=12
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(b) “The early Vedic period had social stratification based on
their Varnas or Castes™ — Critically discuss. 12
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4. (a) How did the use of iron change the life of early man? 12
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(b) Discuss the reasons for the rise of Buddhism and Jainism in
India and their impact. 12
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5. (a) What do you understand by ‘Puranic Hinduism’? Make a
note on the major forms and features of Puranic Hinduism.
4+8=12
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(b) Discuss the differences between the Alvars and Nayanars.
12
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