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M.A. 1% Semester Examination, December -2023
History
HST1.01: State and Polity in Early India
Full Marks: 60
Time Allowed: 3 hours

I. (a) Discuss different approaches of historians in understanding

the nature of the ancient Indian states. 12
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(b) What were the functions of Sabha, Samiti and Vidhata in
the Vedic period? Why they were considered significant?
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2. (a) Write an essay on the emergence of sixteen Mahajanapadas

and their geographical extent, 12
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(b) Make an estimate of Ashoka as a conqueror and as an
administrator, 12
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3. (a) Who were the Satavahanas? Discuss their contribution
towards the state formation in the Deccan region. 4+8=12
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(b) Discuss the extent of the Gupta Empire and its elaborate
state system. 12
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. (a) Discuss briefly the development of Indian Feudalism in the
Post Gupta period and its features. 12
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(b) Write an essay on the early state formation in South India.12
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. (a) Describe the rise and achievement of the Rashtrakutas in the
Deccan. How were the Rashtrakutas involved in the Tripartite
struggle with the Palas and Pratiharas? 8§+4=12
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(b) Make a note on the origin of the Pratiharas. What was the
extent of their influence over the western and upper Gangetic

regions of India? 4+8=12
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